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Such testimony is to be found in the experiences of an unbro-
ken line of prophets and sages in all countries and climes. To
reject this evidence is to deny oneself.
This realization is preceded by an immovable faith. He who
would in his own person test the fact of God's presence can do
so by a living faith. And since faith itself cannot be proved by
extraneous evidence, the safest course is to believe in the moral
government of the world and therefore in the supremacy of the
moral law, the law of truth and love. Exercise of faith will be
the safest where there is a clear determination summarily to reject
all that is contrary to Truth and Love.
But the foregoing does not answer the correspondent's argu-
ment. I confess to him that I have no argument to convince
him through reason. Faith transcends reason. All I can advise
him to do is not to attempt the impossible. I cannot account for
the existence of evil by any rational method. To want to do so
is to be coequal with God. I am therefore humble enough to
recognize evil as such. And I call God long-suffering and patient
precisely because He permits evil in the world. I know that He
has no evil in Him, and yet if there is evil. He is the author of
it and yet untouched by it.
I know too that I shall never know God if I do not wrestle
with and against evil even at the cost of life itself. I am fortified
in the belief by my own humble and limited experience. The
purer I try to become, the nearer I feel to be to God. How much
more should I be, when my faith is not a mere apology as it is
today but has become as immovable as the Himalayas and as
white and bright as the snows on their peaks? Meanwhile I
invite the correspondent to pray with Newman who sang from
experience:
Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on;
The night is dark and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on;
Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me.
Young India, 11-10-1928